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Close up

Patent attorney John Dolan learns the rigors of 
inventing for himself
Sarah Sturmon Dale
Contributing writer

John Dolan's first invention came from a casual conversation about an 
eroding shoreline at the lake home of a friend, Al Knudson. 

 

A retaining wall 
would fix the 
problem -- but 
interlocking block 
would degrade too 
quickly; other 
options, such as 
rip-rap, weren't 
aesthetically 
pleasing, and still 
others such as 
certain types of 
concrete weren't 
healthy for the 
environment. 
Dolan and 

Knudson decided what was needed was a plastic wall that wouldn't 
degrade and would look good. 

That was the summer of 2000. 

Today, Dolan and Knudson, whose background is in electrical 
engineering, are within months of seeing the prototype of their plastic 
bricks, called Shoreliner, roll off the production line. They are also 
preparing to produce Shoreplanter, a block that is perforated and can 
maintain plant growth. 

"It is not a quick process," Dolan said with a laugh. "It is much more 
difficult to get a product or an idea to a tangible form than I thought." 

And Dolan has much previous experience in the invention arena. He 
works as a patent attorney at Fredrikson & Byron, Minneapolis. 

But Dolan said one other thing he has learned is that applying for patent 

 

Related Topics
» Patent Producers 2003-01-13, St. 
Louis

» How to protect intellectual 
property 2002-01-28, Honolulu

» Using patents for property 
protection 1998-01-26, Raleigh/
Durham

» More related topics

Industry Update
Click here to browse through 46 
industry categories and read the latest 
news. 

Email Alerts
Daily Business Updates
Search Watch
News by Industry 

Access Your Office PC from 
Home 
Increase your productivity. Remotely 
access your PC files, programs, email and 
network with easy, secure access from any 
browser. 
• HOW IT WORKS
• FREE TRIAL  

Money Center
Consider all lease factors
Focusing intensely on the lease rate 
without a complete understanding of 
the entire transaction can be a costly 
mistake. 

» More Money Center

Preferred 
Partner
Increase Productivity, Outsource 
Your HR Solutions
Arrange a free executive 

http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/10/focus4.html (1 of 2)11/18/2003 10:04:58 AM

http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/
http://dc.bizjournals.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=107&AdID=3469&TargetID=6&Segments=1,11,12,284,445,538,1301&Targets=42,6,268,401,475,1190&Values=30,42,50,61,73,82,91,100,110,150,202,317,351,469,565,715,730,751&RawValues=&Redirect=http://www.bizjournalshire.com
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/subscribe/twincities
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/sales_prospecting/
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/sales_prospecting/
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/moneycenter/
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/hr_center/
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/account/modify_email_subs/
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/entrepreneur/
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/sales_prospecting/
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/17/daily.html
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/17/
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/services/
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/search.html
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/search.html
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/account/search_watch/
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/industries/
http://www.bizjournals.com/
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/10/
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/10/focus.html
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/account/sign_in/?uri=/twincities/stories/2003/11/10/focus4.html
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/account/sign_in/uri=/twincities/stories/2003/11/10/focus4.html
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/services/contactus/
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/twincities/
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/twincities/s.asp?d=943
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/twincities/s.asp?d=352
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/twincities/s.asp?d=352
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/twincities/s.asp?d=2856
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/twincities/s.asp?d=389
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/twincities/s.asp?d=389
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/twincities/s.asp?d=2714
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/twincities/s.asp?d=2714
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/twincities/s.asp?d=2857
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/twincities/s.asp?d=366
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/twincities/s.asp?d=377
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/twincities/s.asp?d=2668
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15078/http://www.bizjournalsdirectory.com/twincities/s.asp?d=374
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15077/http://twincities.bizjournalshire.com/searchjobs.htm
http://c.bizjournals.com/ct/rc/15077/http://twincities.bizjournalshire.com/quickpost.htm
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/entrepreneur/?jst=s_ep_lk
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/entrepreneur/?jst=s_ep_lk
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/entrepreneur/?jst=s_ep_lk
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/17/daily.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/17/daily19.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/17/daily19.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/17/daily19.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/17/daily19.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/17/daily17.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/17/daily17.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/17/daily17.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/17/daily18.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/17/daily18.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/17/daily18.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/17/daily16.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/17/daily16.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/17/daily16.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/17/daily16.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/17/daily16.html?jst=m_ln_hl
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/scoop/reprints.html
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/10/focus4.html?t=printable
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/stories/2003/11/10/focus4.html?t=email_story
http://dc.bizjournals.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=3530&AdID=4851&TargetID=61&Segments=1,11,16,438,452,1303,1333&Targets=42,61,396,407,1194,1216&Values=30,42,50,61,73,82,91,100,110,150,202,317,351,473,565,715,730,751&RawValues=&Redirect=http://www.administaff.com/uhoh/bz234.asp
http://dc.bizjournals.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=24&AdID=3462&TargetID=7&Segments=1,11,13,81,435,1007,1008,1268,1304&Targets=42,7,75,398,913,914,1159,1193&Values=30,42,50,61,73,82,91,100,110,150,202,317,351,470,565,715,730,751&RawValues=&Redirect=http://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/hr_center/
http://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2003/01/13/focus1.html?jst=s_rs_hl
http://www.bizjournals.com/pacific/stories/2002/01/28/focus1.html?jst=s_rs_hl
http://www.bizjournals.com/pacific/stories/2002/01/28/focus1.html?jst=s_rs_hl
http://www.bizjournals.com/triangle/stories/1998/01/26/smallb2.html?jst=s_rs_hl
http://www.bizjournals.com/triangle/stories/1998/01/26/smallb2.html?jst=s_rs_hl
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/related_articles/?story_id=857163&jst=s_rs_lk
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/industries/?jst=m_in_lk
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/industries/?jst=m_in_lk
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/account/modify_email_subs/?jst=m_em_lk
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/account/modify_email_subs/?jst=m_em_lk
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/account/search_watch/?jst=m_em_lk
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/account/modify_email_subs/?jst=m_em_lk
http://dc.bizjournals.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=3691&AdID=4811&TargetID=891&Segments=1,11,987&Targets=42,891&Values=30,42,50,61,73,82,91,100,110,150,202,317,351,565,701,715,730,751&RawValues=&Redirect=https://www.gotomypc.com/tr/bizj/NT/nl_0826/g2SUIlp?Target=mm/g2SUIlp.tmpl
http://dc.bizjournals.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=3691&AdID=4811&TargetID=891&Segments=1,11,987&Targets=42,891&Values=30,42,50,61,73,82,91,100,110,150,202,317,351,565,701,715,730,751&RawValues=&Redirect=https://www.gotomypc.com/tr/bizj/NT/nl_0826/g2SUIlp?Target=mm/g2SUIlp.tmpl
http://dc.bizjournals.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=3691&AdID=4811&TargetID=891&Segments=1,11,987&Targets=42,891&Values=30,42,50,61,73,82,91,100,110,150,202,317,351,565,701,715,730,751&RawValues=&Redirect=https://www.gotomypc.com/tr/bizj/NT/nl_0826/g2SUIlp?Target=mm/g2SUIlp.tmpl
http://dc.bizjournals.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=3691&AdID=4811&TargetID=891&Segments=1,11,987&Targets=42,891&Values=30,42,50,61,73,82,91,100,110,150,202,317,351,565,701,715,730,751&RawValues=&Redirect=https://www.gotomypc.com/tr/bizj/NT/nl_0826/g2SUIlp?Target=mm/g2SUIlp.tmpl
http://dc.bizjournals.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=3691&AdID=4811&TargetID=891&Segments=1,11,987&Targets=42,891&Values=30,42,50,61,73,82,91,100,110,150,202,317,351,565,701,715,730,751&RawValues=&Redirect=https://www.gotomypc.com/tr/bizj/NT/nl_0826/g2SUIlp?Target=mm/g2SUIlp.tmpl
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/moneycenter/?jst=m_mc_lk
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/moneycenter/story.html?id=2111&jst=m_mc_hl
http://twincities.bizjournals.com/twincities/moneycenter/?jst=m_mc_lk
http://dc.bizjournals.com/event.ng/Type=click01&FlightID=2752&AdID=3567&TargetID=892&Segments=1,11,988&Targets=42,892&Values=30,42,50,61,73,82,91,100,110,150,202,317,351,565,702,715,730,751&RawValues=&Redirect=http://www.hrpowerhouse.com/asp/contact.asp?pid=1100
http://dc.bizjournals.com/event.ng/Type=click01&FlightID=2752&AdID=3567&TargetID=892&Segments=1,11,988&Targets=42,892&Values=30,42,50,61,73,82,91,100,110,150,202,317,351,565,702,715,730,751&RawValues=&Redirect=http://www.hrpowerhouse.com/asp/contact.asp?pid=1100
http://dc.bizjournals.com/event.ng/Type=click01&FlightID=2752&AdID=3567&TargetID=892&Segments=1,11,988&Targets=42,892&Values=30,42,50,61,73,82,91,100,110,150,202,317,351,565,702,715,730,751&RawValues=&Redirect=http://www.hrpowerhouse.com/asp/contact.asp?pid=1100
http://dc.bizjournals.com/event.ng/Type=click01&FlightID=2752&AdID=3567&TargetID=892&Segments=1,11,988&Targets=42,892&Values=30,42,50,61,73,82,91,100,110,150,202,317,351,565,702,715,730,751&RawValues=&Redirect=http://www.hrpowerhouse.com/asp/contact.asp?pid=1100
http://dc.bizjournals.com/event.ng/Type=click01&FlightID=2752&AdID=3567&TargetID=892&Segments=1,11,988&Targets=42,892&Values=30,42,50,61,73,82,91,100,110,150,202,317,351,565,702,715,730,751&RawValues=&Redirect=http://www.hrpowerhouse.com/asp/contact.asp?pid=1100


Patent attorney John Dolan learns the rigors of inventing for himself - 2003-11-10 - The Business Journal (Minneapolis/St. Paul)

» Unemployment 
steady in October 

More...

Free Download 
Edition for Print 
Subscribers

Outlook
» Baby Bells battle 
regulators 

Washington
» House loosens 
'Buy American' 
rules 

Print Edition

Community 

Events
» Become a Business 
Journal VIP

Coming Up
» Focus on Banking 
& Finance

» Top 25 security 
companies

More Tips
» Ann Bancroft Award 
Nominations

More Community Info...

Contact Us

protection is really just the start of the process. His company, New 
Technology Resources Inc., already has one issued, one allowed and on its 
way to being granted, and two more pending. 

"Thinking up things and putting it down on paper is really only about 10 
percent of the process," he said. "Once you end up doing a patent 
application, you've barely scratched the surface. However, without the 
patent, you have inhibited your chances of stopping someone else from 
commercializing your valuable ideas." 

Dolan is a late bloomer in the inventing field -- although he admits to 
creating a few devices when he was younger to help improve his baseball 
pitching and hitting. A farm boy from Milroy, a small town 12 miles east 
of Marshall, his first paying job was as a Little League coach for the local 
parks and recreation department. 

That job helped instill team-building skills in him that he still uses today. 
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After college and law school, he worked as a law clerk for the chief judge 
of Minnesota's Fifth Judicial District. He worked as a public defender, 
then moved to the Lyon County attorney's office. After prosecuting two 
first-degree murder trials, he decided it was time for a life change. 

 

When his wife's 
job brought them 
to the Twin Cities, 
he went back to 
school and got a 
bachelor's of 
science degree in 
chemistry; a 
technical 
background is a 
requirement to sit 
for the patent bar. 
That led him to a 
stint as a patent 
examiner with the 
U.S. Patent and 

Trademark Office in Washington, where he examined patent applications 
related to organic chemistry and biotechnology. He returned to the Twin 
Cities in 1999 and started serving as a patent attorney in private practice. 

David Masters, president of Gel Del Technologies, a Minneapolis 
bioscience firm, calls Dolan a "warm and comfortable person" to work 
with who also has an outstanding intellect. 

"He understands how to take inventive ideas and patent them, which is a 
highly skilled art," he said. "His role as an inventor himself helps in 
communicating." 

Dolan said he has always had an aptitude for science, but doesn't really see 
himself as an inventor. 

However, he said, becoming one has helped him appreciate the range of 
emotions the inventors who hire him often are feeling. "There's the 
anticipation, the frustration and the anxiety," he said. "Here you are 
signing checks for something that isn't tangible. In reality, you are really 
making an investment in your company's future." 
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Patent attorney John Dolan learns the rigors of inventing for himself - 2003-11-10 - The Business Journal (Minneapolis/St. Paul)
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A simple patent application for an individual inventor runs $375 just for 
the filing fee. An application for an international patent runs $2,000. And 
that doesn't count the fee to have someone like Dolan draft the patent 
application, which can run a few thousand dollars to tens of thousands of 
dollars. 

And where does Dolan get his best ideas? "Usually I get my best ideas 
when I am speaking with other people about existing products," he said. 
"Or, I'll read something and realize, I can do better than that." 

Sarah Sturmon Dale is a free-lance writer based in Chanhassen.
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